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Die Lunæ, 26'* Februarii, 178 r. 


 OnvereD by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Par- 

liament aſſembled, That the Thanks of this Houſe be, 

and are hereby, given to the Lord Biſhop of BAN GOR, 
for the Sermon by him preached before this Houſe on 
W, edneſday laſt, in the Abbey-Church, Weſtminſter : and he 

is hereby deſired to cauſe the ſame | to be forthwith printed 
and publiſhed, 


 Asnrey CowrzR, Cler. Parliamentor. 
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Il CHRONICLES; XV. 2, 
THE LORD Is WITH YOU, WHILE YE BE WITH HIM ; AND IF 
YE SEEK HIM, HE WILL BE FOUND OF YOU; BUT IF YE 
FORSAKE HIM, HE WILL FORSAKE YOU, 


HIS Declaration was made from the mouth of an 

inſpired Prophet, by the immediate appointment of 

Gop himſelf, to the King and People of the Jews, But, 
though primarily addreſſed to them, it contains a truth 

worthy to be revered, and had in remembrance, by all 

Nations and Kingdoms of the world, at all times, and 
under all circumſtances. For it is impoſſible, that any Peo— 
ple can be happy, even with the bleſſings of Peace, or 
ſecure of the permanent enjoyment of them, but by a 

religious dependence on Gop's protection and favour, by 
obedience to his commands, and a zeal for his honour and 

| ſervice. And in War to whom can we appeal, with any 
aſſurance of hope, but to the Lord of Hoſts? and with 

| what confidence can we appeal to him, how can we expect 

from him a return of Peace and Profperity, or any other 
token 


KS 


token of his favour, if by our ſins we expoſe ourſelves 
to His reſentment, whom we have ſo often ſolemnly decla- 


red to be our only refuge, and hope for ſucceſs in War, or 
for an happy deliverance out of it ? If our hearts do not go 
along with this declaration; if we truſt in our own 
counſels, and glory in our own ſtrength, manifeſting a 
careleſs diſregard of Gop and our duty; ſuch irreligious 
confidence will at laſt end in our confuſion : and we ſhall 
aſſuredly find, that, as there is no ſafety but in the pro- 

tection of the Almighty, ſo there are no other conditions of 

obtaining his aſſiſtance, but thoſe offered in the Text in the 
cleareſt and ſtrongeſt terms; The Lond is with you, 
while ye be with him; and if ye ſeck him, he will a 
found of you; but if ye forſake him, He will forſake you.” 


The Wiſdom of Gop thought it expedient, that this im- 
portant admonition ſhould be delivered to the Jews, not, 
as he often ſent meſſages of the like import by his Prophets, 
in the article of immediate diſtreſs and danger; but at a 
time, when their affairs were in a more proſperous ſituation 
than they frequently were. Aſa, the King of Judah, had, 
with a force greatly inferior, gained a moſt ſignal victory 
over the Ethiopians, who had come with a mighty Army 
to invade his kingdom. He had acted from the begin- 
ning 
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ning of his reign like a wiſe and pious Prince: for “ he 
took away the altars of the ſtrange gods, and commanded 
Judah to ſeck the Loxp Gop of their Fathers, and to do 
the law and the commandment.” So ſenſible was he of 
his inability to withſtand the power of his Enemies by 
meatts of his own ſtrength, that “he cried unto the Log. 
Go, and ſaid, Los, it 18 nothing with thee to help, 
whether with many, or with them that have no power: 
help us, O Lonb, our Gop; for we reſt on Thee, and 
in thy name we go againſt this multitude: O Loxo, 
Thou art our Gopz let not man prevail againſt Thee,” 
With theſe pious diſpoſitions, and relying upon the aſſiſt- 
| ance of Heaven, he went forth and proſpered; for © the | 
Ethiopians were overthrown, that they could not recover 
themſelves; they were deſtroyed before the Loro, and be- 
"oo his hoſt.” w] 


It was at the return of the King and People from this 
victory. that the Lonp ſent his Prophet with the admo- 
nition contained in my Text: „Aud the Spirit of the 
Lonp came upon Azariah, the ſou of Oded, And he went 
out to mect Alta, and {aid unto him, Hear ye me, Aſa, and 
all Judah and Benjamin, The Lox is with you wlule ve 
* with him; and if ye ſeck him, he will be found ot 


vou: but if ye forſake him, he will forſake vou.“ . 
1 


TS 


It is not meant to draw a parallel between our own ſtate 
and condition, and that of the Jews at this of their 
hiſtory. The events of War with us are l precarious ; 
our Enemies, inſtead of being | ſubdued, are multiplied 


upon us; and our fituation is beomning every day more 
awful, 


Such is the folly and ingratitude of the human 1 
that men are roo apt to forget the Author of their deli- 
verance, as ſoon ns they have received it. Puffed up with 

a little temporary ſucceſs, they. grow. preſumptuous and 
irreligious: “they care not for Gop ; neither is Gop in all 
their thoughts.” The deſcription given by the Pſalmiſt 
of the Jews is but too juſt a picture of human nature in 
general : „When he flew them, they ſought him; and 
they returned, and enquired early after Gop; and they re- 
membered, that Gop was their Rock, and the high Gop 
their Redeemer.” But theſe pious diſpoſitions laſted no 
longer than the diſtreſs, which occaſioned them. On every 
turn, or appearance of proſperity, they ſtarted aſide from 
their allegiance : : they remembered not his hand, nor 


the day when he delivered them from the enemy.” = 


an circumſtances ſuch as Ours, labouring, a as we are, un- 
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1 1 
der the weiglit of a complicated, and wide extended War, 
we cannot ſurcly grow confident, or preſumptuous, and 
place our reliance on our own ſtrength. If therefore the 
ſmalleſt ſenſe of Religion be remaining among us, it will 
naturally and inſtantly prompt us to look up for protect- 
ion, and flee for ſuccour to the Almighty's favour; which 
there is no poſſibility of obtaining, but by putting our- 
ſelves: in the ſtate and condition requiſite to receive it. 
And to this purpoſe, having firſt devoutly humbled our- 
ſelves in the preſence of Gop, aud confeſſed that we have 
too well deſcrved his chaſtiſements, we cannot do better 
than fix in our minds, as the leading principle of our lives, 
the ſolemn declaration exhibited in the words I have ſo 
often repeated. . In diſcourſing farther whereupon, I ſhall 
lay before you the Principle, on which the admonition 


appears to be founded; and then conſider, What is more 
immediately implied in the admonition itſelf. 


The Principle 18 ; clearly Ws ; that thick 1 is no ſecurity, | 


or ſtability, belonging to any people, but what depends 
on the favour and protection of Heaven. For, if we are 


the ſole diſpenſers of our own fortune, and can be prof. 
perous and happy without the Divine guidance or aſſiſt- 


ance, the admonition is of no force: : It will become a 


+ a matter 


| [ 10 
a matter of indifference to us, whether we ſeek him, or 
forſake him. But, abſurd and impious as this ſuppoſition 
appears to be, from the attributes and perfections of the 
Supreme Being, from the teſtimony of the Holy Serip- 
tures, and the revolutions of States and Empires; ; yet it 
15 certain, that, from a partial and imperfe& view of the 
great tranſactions of the World, and of the ways of 
Providence, men, in practice very often, and ſometimes, 
I doubt, in ſpeculation alſo, are but too apt to admit it. 
All events, they will tell you, are determined by viſible. 
and proportionate Cauſes. Forces, that are ſuperior in 
numbers, diſcipline, and ſtrength, will of courſe be vic- 
torious in war : and ſucceſs or diſgr ace will naturally fol- 
low the wiſdom or weakneſs of the counſels of men. Thus 
men, 'who forget Gov, or have been accuſtomed to think | 
lightly of his Providence, are apt to reaſon ; þ leaving the 
Almighty quite out of their account: as if He, 0e without 
«whole permiſſion not even a ſparrow falleth to the ground,” 
were unconcerned in matters of ſo much greater moment, 
as the fate of nations. But experience and obſervation 
evince the contrary in inſtances innumerable; and ſo clear 
and inconteſtable, as to put it beyond all doubt, that an 
overruling Providence intereſts itſelf in the concerns of 
the world, direfting and influencing 1 its affairs, counter- 
acting 
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1 
acting the moſt probable cauſes, barfling * the ſtrength of 
the mighty, and confounding the wiſdom of the wile.” 

Inſomuch that Hiſtorians of all ages and countries abound 
with confirmations of this truth, that the race is not 
always to the (wift, nor the battle to the ſtrong ; nor yet 

favour, or ſucceſs, to men of underſtanding. ” Indeed, 

the ſtrength and wiſdom of man are never more likely to 
fail him, than when he depends entirely upon them, re- 
gardleſs of Gopꝰs afliſtance ; bidding defiance, as it were, 
to his Omnipotence; and“ provoking the Logy' 8 jealout, Sg 
as though we were ſtronger than He.” 


It! is true, that ſuperior Wiſdom, and Strength, and Cou- 
rage have great natural advantages, and will generally pre- 
vail ; yet wherefore are the Divine Providence and Pro- 
tection, even in ſuch caſes, to be excluded? We perceive, 
and acknowledge the Divine interpoſition and power in 
the government of the material World by ſubordinate and 
ſecondary cauſes. The regular returns of the Scaſons are 
the evident appointment of Gop; and the produce of 
the earth is given us by his Sunſhine and Rain, At other 
times the tumult of the Elements, the Lightening aud 
Tempeſts are formed by Vapours, which he hath ordained. 
Why then do we attempt to deny him the ſame tuperin- 

2. _ tendency 


0 
tendency in the moral World ? Why may not the under- 
ſtanding, and ſtrength, and paſſions of men, in their 
ſeveral operations and effects, be as ſubject to his govern - 


ment, and as ſubſervient to his purpoſes, as any other 
natural inſtruments whatſoever ; ? The whole Creation is in 
his hands, and obedient to his will : and, if fire and 
hail, ſhow and vapour, wind and ſtorm, fulfill his 
word ;” fo likewife cc are Men and Angels, Authorities 
and Powers, ſybject unto him. ” Give then to wiſdom 
or to ſtrength what ſuperiority you u pleaſe : but remember 
ſtill, they are the gift of Gop; and that the uſe and appli- 
cation of them are only the means, under his guidance and 
direction, of performing his pleaſure and accompliſhing 
his purpoſes. The giving us abilities, indeed, and proſper- 
ing us in the right uſe of them, are the general means, by 

which Gop confers his chief bleſſings and benefits upon us. 
We plough, and ſow, and cultivate the ground, and take 
every other neceſſary care to reap the fruits of it: yet Gon 
it is, that giveth the increaſe; of him we: alk, and of him 

we receive our daily Bread. In like manner we raiſe Flects 
and Armies to fight our battles, and make every neceflary 
preparation for our OWN defence, and for fruſtrating the 
devices of our Enemies: but, after all, they are bare ex- 


rerior inſtruments, aud no more, which Gop hath. put 
| N — into 


K 

into our hands, to accompliſh the purpoſes of his Providence. 
We are not, indeed, to expect victory, or peace, or any 
other blefling from Heaven, without a due uſe and exer- 
tion of thoſe faculties and powers, which he hath given 
us. We owe it to ourſelves to follow the courſes, which 
reaſon, and prudence, and experience point out, as fitteſt to 
attain the ends we aim at: but ſtill our firſt dependence 
mult be on Providence for the reſult ; which will evermore 
be ſucceſsful, or unhappy, as Gov in his infinite wiſdom 
ſhall ordain. The Horſe is prepared againſt the day of 
battle, but ſafety is of the Loxd : for he dclivereth and ref» 
cueth ; he maketh wars to ceaſe, and reſtrainctli the wrath 


of man.” 


But {till there is a ſuſpicion lurking in the hearts of men, 
that Gop doth not intereſt himſelf in events of this ſort ; 
becauſe they do not ſee that ſucceſs, which is ſuppoſed to 
depend on his favour, beſtowed agreeably to their notions 
of the goodneſs of the cauſe, and the merits and pretenſions 
of the contending parties. But this is a difficulty, ariſing 
altogether from our very inadequate and partial conceptions 
of things. Where is the nation, that can plead their own 
innocence and virtue in bar of Gop's viſitations and judg- 
ments? They may dejerve the chaſtiſement they feel, 

habe” 4 though 
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themſelves, whom Gop may have purpoſely made uſe of 
as inſtruments of his vengeance: and who themſelves may 
be reſerved for a more dreadful] ruin; as we know in fact to 
have been the caſe in reſpect to many mighty conquerors 
and oppreſſors of the world. On many occaſions, on moſt 
occaſions, perhaps, it might be ſaid, of nation going to war 
againſt nation Tu the ſword is drawn for the puniſhment 
of both, and for executing judgment on all concerned. For 
it is a rare caſe, and altogether out of the common courſe, 
that, in the concluſion of a war, whatever advantages may 
have been claimed, or actually acquired, on either fide, | 
they are any thing like an equivalent for the los: and 
miſeries ſuſtained by either. 


But let me aſk farther, has Gop - no other way of pu- 

niſhing a people, but by humbling them before their 
enemies? Ales! their very Victories and Triumphs may 

prove their ruin: they may leave them in an exhauſted 
and languiſhing condition; or the preſumption and fe» 
curity ariſing from them may prove fatal ; or even Peace, 

the fruit of their Victories, m may ſo corrupt and enervate a 
people, as gradually to waſte away their ſtrength, , and 

deſtroy them as effectually, as by the moſt powerful ene- 
2 mies. 
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mies. All theſe things have happened to great and mighty 
nations: and they are ſo many examples for our admonis 
tion; ſo many convincing proofs, that, though the ways 
of Gop's Providence are various, and oftentimes ſecret and 
imperceptible in their operations, yet they are ſure and 
conſtant in their effect; and that, whether a people be 
in peace or war, they can have no ſecurity or ſtability, 
but what comes from above, and is derived to them from 
the Author and Giver of all ſtrength and mee, and of 
every other w_ gitt. 


How we may gain that powerful Friend and ProteRor, 
and make ſure of his favour, the inſtructive admonition 
of the Text will teach us: The Loxd is with you, While 
ye be with him; and if ye ſeck him, he will be found of 
you; but it ye forſake him, he will forſake you.“ 


There is no ſort of difficulty, or obſcurity, in the 
words : :. but their ſenſe may perhaps be exprefied more 
fully in the following manner. If, under a ſerious and 
religious dependence upon Gop's Providence, you make it 
your endeavour to recommend yourſelyes to his grace and 
favour, by ſerving him in righteouſneſs and true holineſs ; 
the power of the Enemy ſhall not prevail againſt you : 

Bt 15 e he 
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he will proſper your undertakings and, in his own good 
time, render you once more a flouriſhing and happy people. 
But if you deſpiſe his Providence, truſting in your own 

wiſdom and your own ſtrength; if you neglect his ſer- 
vice, and fear not to offend him by your manifold iniqui- 
ties; he will ſet his face againſt you: he will turn your 
wiſdom into folly, and your ſtrength into weakneſs. Vou 
ſhall flee before your enemies: or even your ſuccefs ſhall 
turn to your ſhame, and your pride ſhall be your confu- 
ſion. Whatever ſubordinate inſtruments GoD: may make 
uſe of in the government of the world, you may be affur- 
ed, that he will never ſuffer the virtues of a righteous 
and religious nation to fail of their reward ; nor the 
vices of a diſſolute people finally to go unpuniſped. The 
powers of nature, and the hands and hearts of men are at 
his command. When he biddeth the Peſtilence, the Fa- 
mine, or the Sword, to go forth and lay waſte the land, 
they ate obedient to his Word: or he can as effectuallyß 
puniſh it by abandoning and giving it up to the natural 
conſequences. of its own vices, which may prove as fatal 
to the conſtitution of a State, as a life of intemperance 
to that of an individual. It has been juſtly obſerved, that 
a nation hath often W and derived additional 
ſtrength, and luſtre, from external aſſaults and injuries; 
but 
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but the want of nde principles, and of religious 
practice dependent thereon, preys on the vitals of a na- 


2 4 Fa * es. : 


tion, and leads to inevitable diflolution. So true it is, 
that Gop, in the ordinary courſe of his government, as 


well as in his more awakening interpoſitions, bath reſpect 


to the religious ſtate and morals of a people : If we ſeek 
| him, he will be found of us ; but if we forſake hum, he 


will forſake us.” 


Let us now apply the foregoing refledions in ſuch man- 


ner, as the preſent ſolemnity calls upon us to do, to our- 
ſelves, to the ſituation and religious ſtate of this nation; 
and conſider how far, upon the principles above laid down, 


We may fairly be accounted fit objects of the div ine favour, 


and qualified to look up unto Gop for his help and _ 


tion. 


We have been for a long time engaged i in a ſtate of War; 


A a ſtate at all times ſhocking to our feelings both as men 
and as chriſtians; whether we comider the deſtruction and 


deſolation it brings upon the earth, or the variety ot 


| wretchedueſs, | in which it involves particular perſons ; a 
ſtate, in ſhort, only to be juſtified by the neceſſity f it. 


And in that view, we truſt, we have nothing to charge 
— _ ourſelves 
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-ourſelves withall; but are juſtified and clear in the ſight of 
God, and of all equitable men. Our conteſt is not only 
with an inveterate and perfidious Enemy, aſſiſted moſt un- 
warrantably by an ancient Ally, who, at a time of our 
ut moſt diſtreſs and difficulty, hath taken part againſt us; but, 
what is more peculiarly afflicting, it is with former friends 
and fellow- ſubjects likewiſe ; uſing the ſame language, and 
ſprung from the ſame ſtock, with ourſelves; united to us 
by the ties of mutual intereſt, and by gratitude and affec- 
tion, it was to be hoped, on account of that ſecurity and 
happineſs, which had been purchaſed for them, ata large 
expence of blood and treaſure to this country. | 


Many and moſt melancholy are the diſtreſſes, which 
theſe unhappy wars have already produced. And many 
more, and more grievous ſtill, if poſſible, they muſt go on 
to produce, if not ſpeedily put an end to by the mer- 
cifol interpoſition of that Supreme Power, in whoſe hands 
are all Events, and who alone . maketh wars to ceaſe in all 

the world.” We have faſted and prayed year after year, 
ſeriouſly and devoutly it is to be hoped, and with ſincere 
intention to render ourſelves fitter objects of the Divine Fa- 
vour. We have repeatedly put up our petitions to the 

throne of grace, imploring the Almighty ſo to bleſs our en- 
4 OO. deavours 


* 
deavours and exertions, that the ravages of war may termi- 
nate in peace and ſecurity; and in particular, that he 
would bring back our deluded fellow-ſubje&s to a ſenſe 
of their duty and allegiance, and to the bleſſings of a free 
government, by opening their eyes to their true intereſt, and 
inſpiring them with zeal and unanimity to purſue it. Still, 
however, the defired effect hath not taken place, nor our 
prayers been anſwered in the manner we wiſhed and hoped | 
for. There may be reaſons for this, reaching far into futu- 
rity, and drawing after them important, and very extenſive 
conſequences, which are hid from our eyes. There may 
be others more obvious and open to inquiry, and about 
which it much concerns us to inquire, principally, and 
above the reſt, whether the judgements we lament, and 
the many returns of this day of humiliation, have produced = 
in us a ſincere abhorrence of paſt tranſgreſſions ; whether 


our hearts are yet right with Gop ; or whether our iniqui- 
ties may not have ſeparated between him and us, and 
ſtopped, or retarded at leaſt, the current of his favour, 


No nation under heaven hath had a greater ſhare of the 
bleſſings of Providence than the whabitants of this Iſland. 
But do we look up with thankfuineſs to Gon, as the 
Author of thoſe bleſſings, and uſe the good things he 
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hath given us, as not abuſing them, with moderation, 
temperance, and ſobriety, under a coriſtant. and religious 
ſenſe of his kindneſs to us, and a ſtrenuous endeavour to 
deſerve it, as far as we are able? Such a conduct may 
reaſonably intitle us to hope for a longer cantinuance a 
his favour, that Gop will go on ( to be merciful to us, 
and bleſs us, and ſhew us the light of his countenance, ; 
and be merciful unto us.” But if we milapply ſuch fa- 
vour, and make it ſubſervient to the purpoſes, of intempe-, 
rance and voluptuouſneſs; if our luxuries, aur! inſatiable 
purſuits after pleaſure, will abide no reſtraint, ſubmit to; 
no correction, even in the courſe; of a conſuming war; 
how can we expect long to enjoy thoſe bleflings, which, 
we miſuſe to our ſhame, and, as; much as, in dus lies, to the 
arenen of Gob's Providence 770 vn. ad 
Would to Gop I could oe 8 all I would wiſh. 
to ſay, of our moderation, our morals, our temper, and 
pretenſions to the Divine Favour, in this as well. as other 
reſpects! But this is not a time to deceive ourſelves, or 
each other, Bo 


Yet once more. We have long enjoyed, and enjoy till, | 
Gop be thanked, | in a manner almoſt peculiar to ourſelves, | 
j that 
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that moſt invaluable bleſſing, the Proteſtant Religion, 
built on the foundation which the Apoſtles laid, . In- 
sus Cnnisr himſelf being the chief corner-ſtone,” 
But is our character and converſation ſuch as be- 
cometh thoſe, who profeſs to be followers of CHRIST, and 
to be guided by the rules of his Goſpel? If it be, how 
comes it to paſs, that the great and fundamental doctrines 
of our moſt holy religion, and that great 4 Name, by the 
which we are called,” have left off to be treated with that 
reſpe& and reverence they juſtly claim? Whence thoſe 
great and juſt complaints of the growing f pirit - of infidelity 
among us, which no longer « wa!keth in darkneſs, hut 
deſtroyeth | at the on- day 7” Whence thoſe ſchools and 
nurſeries of 3 impiety, where the awful myſteries of our re- 
ligion become the {port of impious and atheiſtical wit; 
where every kind of ſophiſtry and malicious device is made 
uſe of for the purpoſo of weakening the foundations of 
Chriſtianity, of impeaching its principles, and dwiding 
its doctrines! ? What muſt follow from fuch practices, but 
an uicreaſe of that want of principle, and of that profligacy 
of morals, which every ſerious perſon hath long ſince ob- 
ſerved and lamented ? Gop hath made laws, and out 
country -hath made laws; to reſtrain ſuch enormitics ; but 
the bold, licentious ſpirit of the times, is 1mpaticnt of all 
reſtraint, Divine or Human, Good men dread the con- 
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ſequences of theſe things; but are unwilling to abandon 
the hope, that the hands of the Magiſtrate are ſufficiently 
ſtrong for the puniſhment and ſuppreſſion of ſuch miſ- 
chiefs; or, if need be, that they will be ſtill farther 
ſtrengthened. 


Bleſſed be God! there are even yet many features of a 
more promiſing and comfortable aſpect in our national 
character; and thoſe ſtains, which pollute and debaſe i it, 
we truſt in Gop, are not general, and, we hope, not very 
widely diffuſed. Still however it cannot be denied, and 
ought not to be concealed on an occaſion ſuch as the pre- 
ſent, that they have made a rapid and alarming progreſs; : 
and were the examination of our moral and religious ſtate 
farther and more particularly inquired i into, the reſult, it 
15 to be feared, would aftord but little ſatisfaction. 


But enough of this uncomfortable topick. Let us now 


repair to ſomething more likely to afford relief, Let us ; 


have recourſe to Gop's mercies, which fail not ; and, re- 

collecting the pious purpoſe, for which we are aſſem- 

| bled, confeſs our unworthineſs, and deprecate his judge- 

ments; intreating him to remember his former loving- 

kindneſs and mercy, and not ſhut them up in diſpleaſure ; 
"BY 
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but to bare mercy on his people, and that ſoon ; fa ſhall 
they be glad, and 0 before him all the days of their 


life.“ 


By deporting ourſelves after this manner, we declare our 
dependence to be on his Providence; and to that we reli- 
giouſly refer all our hopes. Thus far we act wiſely. But 
if we hope, by our repentance, our prayers and ſupplica- 
tions, to avert the judgements which threaten us, and to 
| procure to ourſelves any laſting proſperity, our obedience 
mult be laſting too. For if theſe good ſentiments and pro- 
feſſions expire with the devotion of a day, what are they, 
but an inſult on the Majeſty of Heaven? Let them then be 
our fixed and invariable principles, influencing the whole 
conduct of our lives, and producing the practice of thoſe 
Chriſtian and ſocial virtues, which will beſt recommend 
us to the Divine Favour ; but without which we can have 
no ons to expect it. 


We have the light of the Goſpel of CarisT to guide our 
ſteps. Let us walk by that light, and be diſtinguiſhed 
as much by the practice of religion and virtue, as we have 
been diſtinguiſhed by the bleſſings of Providence. The pro- 
miſes, which Go made to the Jews by a particular cove- 

nant, 
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nant, we may then apply to ourſelves from the conſide- 
ration of his general Providence: If ye walk in my 
ſtatutes, and keep my commandments, and do them, then 


will I give you rain in due ſeaſon; and the land ſhall 
yield her increaſe. And 1 will give peace. in the land; 


and ye ſhall lie down, and none ſhall make you afraid; 
neither ſhall the ſword go through your land. And I will 
walk among you, and become your Gon; and ye hall by 
my people.“ 
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